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02/514/Major Incident/CR/119663/ 252 _f)\ (.( Sep 2026
To,

Principal Secretary (Revenue/DM)/ Relief Commissioner/Administrator
All State/UTs

Subject: Advisory for Ensuring Safety and Prevention of Prowning Incidents during

2/2.2. Ganesh Idol Immersion - reg
27 22
A7 Madam/Sir;

Ganesh Chaturthi and idol immersion (Visarjan) involve large gatherings at rivers,
lakes, ponds, reservoirs, seashores and other water bodies, increasing the risk of drowning
and other water-related accidents. In view of the forthcoming immersion activities, all
concerned State/UT Governments, District Administrations and local authorities are advised

10 ensure adequate preventive, preparedness and response measures for the safety of
devotees.

2, The following measures may be taken by the concerned State/UT Governments,
District Administrations, Urban Local Bodies and other stakeholders:

(@) Identification and preparation of immersion sites

(i} Designate and notify safe immersion sites based on local conditions
and prohibit immersion at unsafe/unapproved locations.

(i) Conduct pre-event assessment of water depth, currents, slippary
surfaces and other hazards.

(i) Provide adequate barricading, lighting, warning signage and safe
access/exit arrangements.

e
\//‘\ ~ (V)  Wherever feasible, provide temporary/artificial immersion tanks to
(\o’\\ minimise entry into natural water bodies.

(b)  Water safety and drowning prevention

) Deploy adequate trained lifeguards, divers and water-rescue
/ personnel at major immersion sites.

(i) Ensure availability of life jackets, lifebuoys, rescue ropes, boats and
other essential rescue equipment.

.

ORIy
A
B A

Fe VAR gung

(i)  Prevent devotees, particularly children, elderly persons and non-
swimmers, from entering deep or fast-flowing water.

(v)  Use designated platforms/ramps for immersion wherever feasible.
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(c)

(d)

(e)

u

Emergency response and medical preparedness

() Establish first-aid/medical posts and ensure availability of ambulances
at major sites.

(ii) Ensure coordination among Police, Fire & Emergency Services,
SDRF/NDREF, Civil Defence and Health Services, as appropriate..

(iii) Keép emergency access routes clear and display emergency contact
numbers prominently.

(iv)  Ensure prompt arrangements for response to drowning, missing-
person and ather emergencies.

Crowd and traffic management

(i) Prepare site-specific crowd management and emergency evacuation
plans,

(i) Regulate eniry/exit of processions and ensure orderly movement at
immersion sites.

(i)  Make adequate arrangements for traffic management, parking and
pedestrian movement. '

(iv)  Consider staggered immersion timings for large processions to avoid
overcrowding. ’

Weather and water-level monitoring

(i) Monitor weather forecasts, rainfall, water levels and flow conditions at
immersion sites.

(ii) Restrict or suspend activities during heavy rainfall, strong currents,
sudden rise in water level, flooding or other hazardous conditions, as
necessary. .

(i)  Disseminate timely warnings to authorities, organisers and the pu'blic.

Public awareness and community participation

(i Undertake awareness campaigns through public-address systems,
social media, local media and other communication channels.

(i)  Advise devotees to use designated sites, follow safety instructions and
not enter deep/fast-flowing water.

(ify  Advise the pubiic net to attempt water rescue without appropriate
training and to immediately alert trained rescue personnel during
emergencies, : :

3. District Magistrates/Collectors and concerned local authorities may ensure that all
necessary arrangements are completed well in advance and that immersion sites are
regularly inspected during the immersion period,



4, State/UT Governments may disseminate this Advisory to all concerned District
Administrations, Urban Local Bodies, Police, Fire & Emergency Services, SDRF, Health
Departments and Ganesh Utsav organisers for necessary action.

5. This issues with the approval of Competent Authority, NDMA

wkj

Comdt (JG) Rajat Malhotra
Assistant Advisor {Ops-I)
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Copy to:

1. SDMA of all State/UTs
2. SEOC of all Statef/UTs

internal;

1. PPS/PS/PA to Member & HoD/Member (DKA)/Member (RM)
2. PPS/PS/PA to Secretary )

3. PS/PA to Advisor (Ops & Comn, RR, IC, Mitigatioh)

4, PA to Joint Advisor {Ops)

5. PA to AA (Ops-Il & 11I)

6.

All Lead/Sr Consultant of Ops Division



